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HONORING SIOUX FALLS LITTLE
LEAGUE BASEBALL TEAM

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 10, 2021

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and honor
the members of the Sioux Falls Little League
baseball team, who represented the great
State of South Dakota in the 2021 Little
League World Series.

Sioux Falls had a remarkable season plac-
ing fourth after a truly amazing series of vic-
tories. Through their hard work and persever-
ance, they have become the most successful
Little League team in South Dakota history.
They are also the first team in the history of
the Little League World Series ever to pitch
four no-hitters.

During their historic Little League World Se-
ries run, this team has shown incredible deter-
mination, teamwork, and resiliency. So many
South Dakotans truly enjoyed following along
and cheering on the hometown team. |, along
with the entire State of South Dakota, am
proud of them for this outstanding accomplish-
ment and for representing our State on the na-
tional stage.

My sincerest congratulations to Easton,
Hayden, Noah, Alex, Gunnar, Beau, Kye, Bos-
ton, Sam, Brayson, Jacksyn, Opland, Gavin,
Cason, Maddux, and Brekken, as well as
Coach Mike, Coach Jeff, Coach Devin, and
Coach Ryan. | commend each one of you on
your success, and | look forward to seeing
what great things you will accomplish in the
future.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF JOSE “JOE”
ARCE AND THE TWENTY-FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY OF KANSAS
CITY’S HISPANIC NEWS

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 10, 2021

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to rise today to recognize and celebrate
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Kansas City
Hispanic News, a weekly bilingual newspaper
published and owned by Jose “Joe” Arce, that
has continuously served the Greater Kansas
City community in Missouri’'s Fifth Congres-
sional District. Since its creation, the Kansas
City Hispanic News has helped bridge the gap
with the Latino community by offering rep-
resentation on a mainstream paper. Wholly
devoted to establishing top quality media cov-
erage via in-depth stories in both Spanish and
English, Arce and his publication have made a
monumental impact on the Latino community.

The Kansas City Hispanic News opened its
door in 1996 along Southwest Boulevard, lo-
cated in Kansas City’'s Westside neighbor-
hood, a community heavily influenced by
Latino and Mexican American roots. Through
investigative reporting and providing commu-
nity members with stories in two languages,
the weekly newspaper has increased its cov-
erage to extend beyond the state line into
Kansas, showing the impact on Latino house-
holds. With this newspaper, Arce has provided
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a platform for Latinos to be represented, in-
formed, and engaged as local businessowners
through advertising opportunities, giving the
Latino community a place to flourish and
thrive.

Born and raised in Kansas City’s West Side,
Arce always felt in touch with his Mexican
roots and Latino background. Before he start-
ed the bilingual newspaper, he worked as a
photojournalist and reporter for WDAF-TV Fox
4 News, dedicating himself to serving the peo-
ple in his community through journalism. After
years of experience, Arce realized the lack of
representation and reporting catered to the
Latino population and took it upon himself to
start a paper that could inform and celebrate
the accomplishments of the Latino community.
As an involved civic leader, Arce used the bi-
lingual paper as a vehicle of information on
important topics that affected Latinos such as
elections, workers’ rights, local businesses,
and celebrations. His efforts allowed people to
feel connected to not only their roots but to
their local community and offered access to in-
formation for those who were only Spanish
speakers.

While the Kansas City Hispanic News is one
of his most influential additions to the Fifth
District, Arce’s contributions extend beyond
journalism. As an active civic leader, Arce has
served on boards for numerous organizations
such as the Guadalupe Centers and the His-
panic Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kan-
sas City. Additionally, Arce was one of the key
figures in the distinguished victory of renaming
23rd Street in the Westside Neighborhood in
Kansas City, Missouri to Avenida Cesar Cha-
vez after activist Cesar Chavez in 1993. To in-
crease representation and local celebrations
related to Latino and Mexican American tradi-
tions, Arce helped expand Fiesta Hispana KC,
an annual festival held in Kansas City to cele-
brate Mexico’s Independence Day as well as
Hispanic Heritage Month.

Through this festival, community members
have been able to partake in the celebration
that brings music, food, dance, and local busi-
nesses, further connecting the Latino commu-
nity as well as providing others to learn more
about Latino culture. Arce is known to be a
friend, mentor, and a loyal supporter of youth
journalists. To help Latino students pursuing
journalism, Arce founded the Hispanic Media
Association, which provides scholarships. Fur-
thermore, Arce served as the chair of the
Cesar E. Chavez committee at the University
of Central Missouri for 15 years where he fo-
cused on finding ways to attract Latino stu-
dents to the campus. Arce’s unwavering devo-
tion and tireless commitment to serve and bet-
ter the Latino community is a testament of his
compassionate and caring nature.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing and thanking Joe Arce and the Kansas
City’s Hispanic News for all they have done
for Kansas City and Missouri’s Fifth Congres-
sional District in the last twenty-five years. |
am honored to have someone like Arce, a
champion of public service and civic leader, in
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District which |
represent. His immense impact on the Latino
community and Kansas City will continue to be
felt for years to come. Let us celebrate Joe
Arce’s job well done and wish him many more
years of success.

E961

CELEBRATING EP!C’S 70TH BIRTH-
DAY OF SERVICE TO THE COM-
MUNITY

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 10, 2021

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate EPIC’s 70th Birthday of empow-
ering and inspiring people with disabilities
through the services and support they provide
to the community.

EP!C offers a range of programs and serv-
ices to help individuals with disabilities with
educational, residential, employment, and
care-taking resources. EP!C was founded in
1950, and began as a group of Peoria-area
parents who wanted to provide their special
needs children with education and opportunity.
These parents decided to open a school in
1957, and what started out as an organization
to help 10 children has now helped over 600
individuals with intellectual disabilities, cerebral
palsy, Down syndrome, autism, epilepsy, and
other intellectual or developmental disabilities.
| commend EP!C for its work in the Peoria
community, and | thank the management and
staff for their dedication to helping people with
intellectual disabilities.

It is because of strong organizations such
as EP!C that | am especially proud to serve II-
linois’ 17th Congressional District. Madam
Speaker, | would like to again formally con-
gratulate EP!IC on its 70th Birthday.

———

A PIECE OF GLASS, IN MEMORY
OF THOMAS BUTLER OF SQUAD
ONE

HON. ANDREW R. GARBARINO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 10, 2021

Mr. GARBARINO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with a poetic tribute in honor of Thomas
Butler and his father, William. | presented to
his family on the day of his funeral after his fa-
ther had given me a piece of glass from the
World Trade Center where Thomas died. | in-
clude in the RECORD this poem, penned by Al-
bert Caswell.

A PIECE OF GLASS
(by Albert Carey Caswell)

A Father and a Hero who raised a fine son

A man who dedicated his entire life to saving
others this one

As too his fine son’s life journey had just
begun

His little boy,

his pride and joy

as one day too he’d follow his father’s most
courageous footsteps his son

And try as he may,

this most splendid of all men who so many
had saved,

could not but save his own most precious of
all ones

A piece of glass now in my hands

As once before stood so very grand

Within your two great Twin Towers,

gracing this fair city throughout all the
hours

as high above a majestic skyline you ran

With your twin bright beacons of hope,

and your islands of ingenuity and determina-
tion to all hearts spoke
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